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Traditional Circle Game from Puerto Rico
Grade Levels: 2 - 6

Objectives

Students will learn a traditional circle game, a rueda (roo-EH-dah), from Puerto Rico.
Students will identify the dynamic accents in the song by adding appropriate movements.
Students will learn to sing this Puerto Rican song in Spanish.

Materials

Space in the classroom for the children to form one or several circles

Procedures

1. A La Limón is one of the many traditional rueda songs that Puerto Rico and other Hispanic countries
assimilated from Spain. As in other cultures, Puerto Rican children sing while walking around in a
circle holding hands. This in Spanish is called a rueda. The title "A La Limón" may be roughly
translated as "in the manner of a lemon," but it does not have a specific meaning except its
association with a rueda game. This one is particularly appropriate for smaller children. While singing
the first phrase, which mentions the broken-down fountain, children usually jump and pretend to fall
like the fountain. For a classroom situation, a small jump or gesture should be enough to accent the
normally unstressed second beat and corresponding syllable in the fourth measure while continuing
the flow of the song.

2. Using an example the children know, such as "The Mulberry Bush" or "Looby Loo," explain to them
that children all over the world do singing games. Tell them that this one is in Spanish and comes
from Puerto Rico. Instruct them to keep the beat to the song (while you sing) by stepping in place by
their seats. Sing the first verse at a moderate tempo. If the students are not independent at finding the
beat, help them by stepping as you sing. After the activity, give the translation of the lyrics and repeat
the first verse until they can do the beat accurately and independently.

"A la Limón"

1. A la limón, a la limón, que se rompió la fuente,
A la limón, a la limón, mandadia a componer,
Hurrí, hurrí, hurrá, la reina va a pasar,
Hurrí, hurrí, hurrá, la reina va a pasar.

2. A la limón, a la limón, no tenemos dinero,
A la limón, a la limón, pues mandadio a hacer,
Hurrí, hurrí, hurrá, la reina va a pasar,
Hurrí, hurrí, hurrá, la reina va a pasar.

3. A la limón, a la limón, de qué se hace el dinero,
A la limón, a la limón, de cascarón de huevo,
Hurrí, hurrí, hurrá, la reina va a pasar,
Hurrí, hurrí, hurrá, la reina va a pasar.

Phonetic Pronunciation
1. Ah lah lee-MOHN, ah lah lee-MOHN, keh seh rohm-peeOH lah fooEHN-teh,
Ah lah lee-MOHN, ah lah lee-MOHN, mahn-DAD-lah ah kohm-por-NEHR
Oo-RREE, oo-RREE, oo-RRAH, lah reh-EE-nah vah ah pah-SAHR. (repeated)

2. Ah lah lee-MOHN, ah lah lee-MOHN, noh teh-NEH-mohs dee-NEH-roh,
Ah lah lee-MOHN, ah lah lee-MOHN, poo-ehs mahn-DAD-loh ah-CEHR,
Oo-RREE, oo-RREE, oo-RRAH, lah reh-EE-nah vah ah pah-SAHR. (repeated)
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Oo-RREE, oo-RREE, oo-RRAH, lah reh-EE-nah vah ah pah-SAHR. (repeated)

3. Ah lah lee-MOHN, ah lah lee-MOHN, deh KEH seh AH-ceh ehl dee-NEH-roh,
Ah lah lee-MOHN, ah lah lee-MOHN, de kahs-kah-ROHN deh oo-EH-voh,
Oo-RREE, oo-RREE, oo-RRAH, lah REH-ee-nah vah ah pah-SAHR. (repeated)

Translation
1. A la limón, a la limón, the fountain broke down,
A la limón, a la limón, have it fixed,
Hurrí, hurrí, hurrá, the queen is passing by,
Hurrí, hurrí, hurrá, the queen is passing by.

2. A la limón, a la limón, we do not have money,
A la limón, a la limón, then make some,
Hurrí, hurrí, hurrá, the queen is passing by,
Hurrí, hurrí, hurrá, the queen is passing by.

3. A la limón, a la limón, what is money made of,
A la limón, a la limón, of eggshell,
Hurrí, hurrí, hurrá, the queen is passing by,
Hurrí, hurrí, hurrá, the queen is passing by.

3. Having previously prepared the room for the activity, instruct the students to form a circle, or two or
three circles, depending on the number of students and the space available. Have them face the
inside of the circle and instruct them to step to the beat once more, still in place. Sing the song again.

4. Ask the children if they notice a sound that would be louder than the others. Sing the first phrase and
have them raise their hands when they hear the loud sound. Tell them that this is an accent and have
them say the word. Still staying in their place, have them make a small jump in the accent as you sing
the first phrase. Repeat until the children have enough familiarity with the music to jump on the accent
and not before or after.

5. Begin combining the steps by having the children stay in their place, step to the beat, and jump on the
accent while you sing.

6. Instruct them to hold hands while walking to the beat of the song in one direction and jumping on the
accent. Sing the song again.

7. Review the lyrics and melody of the first verse with them, mapping the stepwise motion and leaps of
the melody as needed. (At this point, they will have heard the song many times.)

8. For closure, have them perform the rueda game, singing and moving together.

Extension Activities
Have a few children stand in the middle of the circle and play the pulse on a hand drum while dancers
revolve around them.

National Standards for Arts Education Correlations

Content Standard #1: Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music

Excerpted from Multicultural Perspectives in Music Education.

:: PRINTER FRIENDLY

Provided in partnership with NAfME

with your students, many of whom may
follow the traditions in their own homes!

September Calendar of Events
September is full of holidays and events
that you can incorporate into your standard
curriculum. Our Educators' Calendar
outlines activities for each event: Rosh
Hashanah (begins 9/16), U.S. Constitution
Week (9/17-23), Autumn Begins (9/22), and
Yom Kippur (9/25 begins). Plus, celebrate
Be Kind to Editors & Writers Month, Hunger
Action Month, and Library Card Sign-Up
Month all September long!

Classroom Management
You're back to school and working on new
routines; discover our classroom
management strategies to perfect your
personal skill set.

Discounts for Teachers
Start the school year with cash in your
pocket! We have some great ways to save
money on the supplies that keep your
classroom running: Money-Saving Tips for
Teachers and Free & Cheap Rewards for
Students. Plus, check out our Discounts for
Teachers so you can save on clothing,
books, crafts and fabric, travel, and more!

Freebie Fridays
Want free stuff? Follow us on Twitter, "Like"
us on Facebook, or Add us on Google+ and
get a free lesson, worksheet, or activity
from TeacherVision every Friday.

 | About TeacherVision®, part of Family Education Network | Site Map | Press Releases | FAQs | Contact Us
Link to Us | Advertise | Privacy | Terms of Use | Cancellation Policy 

Teacher Resources | Online Gradebook | Parenting | Reference Site | Homework Help | K-8 Kids | Poptropica
© 2000-2012 Pearson Education, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

http://www.teachervision.fen.com/puerto-rico/lesson-plan/6753.html?for_printing=1
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/go/http/nafme.org/
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/calendar/activity/47585.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/judaism/printable/37299.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/us-constitution/teacher-resources/33630.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/autumn/teacher-resources/6599.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/jewish-holidays/resource/63111.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/teaching-methods/resource/5048.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/social-issues/printable/63542.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/libraries/printable-book/54041.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/back-to-school/teacher-resources/6600.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/classroom-management/resource/5776.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/money-saving-tips/teaching-methods/58019.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/slideshow/awards/57342.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/money-saving-tips/teacher-resources/67316.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/go/https/twitter.com/#!/TeacherVision
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/go/https/www.facebook.com/TeacherVision
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/go/https/plus.google.com/107390469031966706077
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/go/http/fen.com/resources/aboutFEN.html#tv
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/sitemap.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/teaching-methods/classroom-management/47869.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/teacher-tips/teacher-tool/71659.html
http://fen.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/learningnetwork.cfg/php/enduser/ask.php?%20p_pv=1.5&p_prods=5&prod_lvl1=5&prod_lvl2=0
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/lesson-plan/teaching-methods/47868.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/go/http/www.fen.com/resources/omk/teachers.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/go/http/fen.com/resources/privacyStatement.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/go/http/fen.com/resources/agreeDisclaim.html?add=Teachervision#Teachervision
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/go/http/fen.com/resources/agreeDisclaim.html?add=Teachervision#TVcancel
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/go/http/www.mygradebook.com/
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/go/http/www.familyeducation.com/home/
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/go/http/www.infoplease.com/
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/go/http/www.factmonster.com/
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/go/http/www.funbrain.com/
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/go/http/www.poptropica.com/

